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From the first time | read the title of Meng Du’s exhibition “The Room” | became intrigued. Why refer to a
room, where is this room, and what is happening there? | suspect that posing questions to the viewer is
exactly what Meng Du has in mind. “The Room” eludes to an interior space, a space set aside, alone, but that
is connected to other rooms which together comprise a house. In other words the room is a part that
together with other parts makes a whole. Metaphorically “The Room” | believe refers to the artist’s interior
state of mind, an emotional state not easily described in words. As viewers we are confronted with the artist's
interior intellectual and emotional landscape. This landscape is to first be seen, absorbed, and then ultimately
felt. In this sense Meng Du as an artist cleverly involves the viewer in the ultimate creation of the work. The
viewers within this context operate as the other “parts” that together with “The Room” create a concept of
wholeness, that of “being one among others”. There is the association of the individual's interior state of
mind as separate from others too, as a rich and free place for unbridled dreaming, thinking, creativity, and

innovation.
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Cast glass with it's frozen, ghostly translucency gives these objects the quality of of being stopped in time
and so, timeless. This timelessness conspires with the artist’s poetic sentiments to allude to the very human
aspect of “being”, essentially what it means to be an individual and to be alive. Glass is the midwife of all
metaphors and so the perfect medium for visual poetics. Meng Du as an artist/poet understands well the
power of lending material and process to the conceptual underpinning of her works. It is a rare occurrence
but when material and process conspire with the content of a work it is masterful and wonderful to see. The
ultimate accomplishment of Meng Du’s work lies in the orchestration of material, phenomena, and process
to deliver visual poetics. There is a narrative or story in Meng DU’s work, however to fully understand the
viewer must learn to really “see” to make creative associations of their own and with their own senses and

sensibilities complete the story for themselves.
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From “The Room” one can travel far and wide on the wings of this young masters imagination. If one finds
themselves in Mend Du’s “The Room” they should prepare to take a journey or their own and through the

expression of her state of being begin to discover an interior landscape of their own.
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Meng Du is an exceptionally talented visionary artist and a master of her mediums. Please join me in
congratulating Meng Du on her first solo exhibition at the prestigious Shanghai Museum of Glass. It is a

phenomenal achievement.
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