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Extending Glass: The unique work of Zheng Wenging
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Ms Wenging is part of a dynamic new generation of Chinese artists who are exploring glass as an expressive
material. She is part of a critical group of artists who engage with glass as a medium for creative expression.
Within this context, her work extends glass within the space of sculpture and installation, allowing us to see
glass as a material outside of its traditional associations. Her works make profound statements in this new
space as she explores glass in a range of modes and formats, moving from objects through to kinetic
soundscape installations. Her practice is predicated on an enquiry of materiality, pushing the unique qualities
of glass as elements within the vocabulary of the work; works that are layered and sophisticated while drawn
from simple principals of observation. Her work explores concepts and not form as a canvas for her ideas

and this is one of the defining qualities about her sculptural practice.
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Ms Wenging is also a key faculty member for the Glass Department at the China Academy of Art. Our two

academic programs have worked closely together, and we have built an exchange that has been instigated
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and nurtured by Ms Wenging. Ms Wenging came to School of Art &Design,at the Australian National
University in Canberra Australia, to undertake a research residency in 2011. | was immediately taken with her
rigorous approach to exploring her ideas and how she unpacked her themes in negotiation with her materials.
During the four-month residency, Ms Wenging shared her philosophy and methodologies within her
sculptural practice with our staff and students across the School. Her residency realised a rich cultural
exchange where the free flow of ideas led to a deep appreciation of the art and culture of our two countries.

This exchange was highly successful and has connected us as colleagues for life.
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Within her studio practice | have seen Ms Wenging unfold and interrogate ideas over several years now. |
am often surprised how easily she can step back and question the wider conceptual associations of glass
and bring these into an articulate sculptural conversation. She has the ability to layer glass with other
materials, using their inherent qualities to balance or contrast her ideas.Significantly, she has been able to
extend her practice into installation and kinetic works, while also growing the scale the visual resolution of

her ideas with glass.
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In an earlier work, Blurred Memory from 2013, which was part of the Breathing through Transparency
exhibition at the China Academy of Art,Ms Wenqging took a simple premise and transforms this into a

constructed virtual tree. Within this work, impressions of a tree branch were delicately sectioned and cast
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into glass blocks, with the tree limbs being expressed as negative forms cast within the clear cast blocks.
These elements were scaffolded with wood and metal armatures, suggesting a constructed virtual world. The
work has a poetic, ethereal quality and suggests environmental concerns and a man-made reconstructed
reality. It is the raw sculptural power of the work that strikes the viewer. The delicate and suggested space
of the voided glass branches,with the contrasting scaffolding,give this work its contrast and power. It was
through viewing this work | realised the potential of Ms Wenging's ideas, beyond glass and within the context

of sculpture.
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The works within this significant exhibition build on this previous work in scale and in corporate kinetic
dimensions. For example, the Transparent Ethereal Voice series are key works that represent a distinctive
step for Ms Wenging and her sculptural practice.These worksof glass and metal contrast and simultaneously
bind these two distinctive materials. It is simple properties of the material that are harnessed within these
works. Glass can be like a stone and as delicate and flexible like a water reed. Ms Wenging has ingeniously
cast threads of glass and harnessed these as hundreds of delicate filaments in this vibrating sound scape.
The mechanical metal bases gyrate robotically in time with whirring motors and as the glass flexes, it creates
a subtle vibrating sound scape. The contrasting elements of glass and metal are perfectly blended and form

a rhythmic clash.
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Through out this body of work, there is a playful and compelling use of glass in harmony with other materials.
These works suggest themes of the memory, the body and our relationship with nature. Ideas of nature
and the built world are also explored in Mandragora-I and Mandragora-Il. These installation works extend
her mixed media platform with a poetry and integration of glass with other materials. The playful us of glass

belies its production, her themes sublimate the processes and we see glass in a new light.
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The most satisfying aspect of these works is that reveal the threads of Ms Wenging thinking.Her practice is
not built around defining a narrative of form, but by a deep sense of inquiry and expression. She is a sculptor,
a sculptor who engages with glass for what it can say and can offer. Her focus is to ask, what can this material
bring to my conversation of sculpture? In any medium, | feel this is sensitivity is essential to making
successful works. Zheng Wenging is my colleague, my friend and an artist whose work and practice | greatly
respect. | am deeply honoured to have been asked to write for her first museum exhibition at this most

beautiful venue.
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