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The origin and evolution of dragonfly eye beads
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In ancient times, people wore eye patterned ornaments as a talisman to drive away demons and bad luck.
As far back as 4000BC, the demon-expelling agate eye beads and stone eye beads were used in
Mesopotamia. Thanks to trade and cultural exchange, similar agate eye beads were seen in other parts of
the world such as India, China and Egypt, around 3000BC. Following that time the eye totem began to prevalil,
and in addition to agate beads, stone beads, colored pottery beads, carved shell beads, metal beads, and
glass beads, etc. gradually emerged.

(IO ESBR Sk, Agate eye beads, 3000-1000 B .C.)
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Faience originated in ancient Egypt, and its wide application pushed forward the development of glass
technology. Around 2000BC, people in Egypt and Mesopotamia mastered the techniques and made glass
beads exclusively for royalty and the nobility. Around 1500BC, the new Egyptian Pharaoh expanded his
kingdom to Mesopotamia, and the fusion of the culture and religion from the two sides gave birth to the
dragonfly eye glass beads. This means the dragonfly eye glass beads originated in Egypt and were later
introduced to the eastern Mediterranean coast - includingnortheast Africa and southwest Asia - through
trade and cultural exchange. Ancient Egypt had a highly unique eye bead culture, mainly using the Eye of
Horus (wedjat’s eye) as the symbol.

(FREHGHHEHZRIFST, KERTTEDIER)

(Eye of Horus (wedjat's eye) amulet, Faience, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)
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Around 1000 BC, the ancient Egyptian civilization gradually declined, and the rich Phoenicians further
improved the manufacturing process of glass beads, greatly promoting the evolution of the dragonfly eye
beads. In the following centuries, glass beads - in particular the multiple eye rings dragonfly eye beads,
exquisite face shaped beads, and animal-shaped beads - spread widely to the Mediterranean regions and
central Europe through seafaring trade.

2/6


http://www.baidu.com/link?url=-G6KGJqjJ4zBBpC8yDF8xDh8vibi_F-kSmkVdki

(FHEETSKSHEERBARIE, A ThtsL, KEFYIER)
(A necklace of Etruscan gold and Phoenician glass beads, British Museum, London)
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Around 550 BC, during the time of the Persian Empire, the dragonfly eye beads spread from the
Mediterranean region to North Africa. Following the defeat of the Persian Empire by the Greek army in
330BC, the dragonfly eye beads further spread to central Europe, Africa and the Asian continent.
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In China, the earliest unearthed glass is the tube-shaped beads of the West Zhou dynasty, which are also
called primitive glass, and are similar in material to the Faience in ancient Egypt. Pure glass beads with
dragonfly eye patterns came into existence at the end of China’'s Spring and Autumn period and the
beginning of the Warring States period (around 400BC), such as the beads unearthed in the tomb of Marquis
Sui. These beads are identical to the Phoenician glass beads and are different to those of the late Warring
States period, which suggests that this is the time when the dragonfly eye beads were introduced into China
from middle and west Asia.

(BRLEL TNEERRENK, SEFH, HitaiEmiEE)
(Dragonfly eye beads unearthed at the tomb of Marquis Sui, the early stage of Warring States period in
China, Hubei Provincial Museum)
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Following this, the technology behind dragonfly eye glass beads of the Warring States period reached a
climax in the history of ancient Chinese glass. Craftsmen from that time took painstaking efforts to make full
use of dragonfly eye glass technology, making those beads a must for the royalty and nobility. Besides the
round beads which were common in West, other shapes such as cube, cone, tube, disk, rectangular, crescent
moon, etc. were also used in the decoration of bronze kettles, mirrors, hooks, chariots, cans and pots, etc.,
symbolizing the noble status of the owners.

(BFHRAERBBERESR, SENE, XERGZAEDIER

(Dragonfly eye bronze mirror embedded with white jade, Warring States period, Harvard Art Museum)
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There is too much intricate and complex historical information on the origin and evolvements of the
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dragonfly eye glass beads, involving a broad range of fields. Here | only give a brief description of the origin,
covering the time and scope of ancient glass beads and the eye totems, based on previous researches made
by other experts. | welcome those who are interested in this field to exchange ideas with me on this subject.
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